THE  SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

face, and his long and curling locks, much re-
sembled a Brahui or Baluch chief of the present
day,

What appears to be another link, connecting the
Indian branch of the Solar race with the countries
to the southward of the Kaspian, is the tradition
of the deluge. This is recorded, with some varia-
tions, in the Satapatha Brahmana, the Mahabharata,
and the Puranas. The legend was probably
brought by the Asuras from their original home.

It is noteworthy that the warning of the coming
flood was given, not to the rishis, nor to the Brah-
mans, but to Mann, a Kshatriya chief, son of the
Sun, and progenitor of Ikshvaku and the Indian
branch of the Solar race.

In all the Indian versions, the part taken by
the fish, in warning Manu, or Vaivaswat, or Sat-
yavrata, of the approaching flood, and in directing
the building of the ship or ark, greatly resembles
that ascribed to the god Ea, in the Chaldean
account of the same event. This deity, more-
over, is represented as sometimes taking the form
of a fish, though, at other times, his emblem was
the seven-headed serpent.

In the earliest version of the Indian legend,
which is that of the Satapatha Brahmana, no
locality is mentioned. It is said that, as Manu
was performing his morning ablutions, a fish came
into his hands. The fish said : " Rear me. I
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